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industry now accounts for fully one-third of
our economic growth, and the jobs it creates
pay almost 80 percent more than the private
sector average. Using the Internet, families
can obtain lower prices and better choices
for everything from groceries to home mort-
gages to automobiles. Our goal must be to
continue to support the basic research that
has allowed the Internet to flourish, to enable
every American to enjoy the benefits and op-
portunities of the new economy, and to en-
sure that the privacy of individuals is pro-
tected in the information age.

Memorandum on Emergency
Disaster Assistance to Southern
Africa
March 2, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2000–17

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Drawdown Under Section 506(a)(2)
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as
Amended, to Provide Emergency Disaster
Assistance in Southern Africa

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 506(a)(2) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2318(a)(2) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine
that it is in the national interest of the United
States to draw down articles and services
from the inventory and resources of the De-
partment of Defense, for the purpose of pro-
viding international disaster assistance to
Southern Africa, including Mozambique,
South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Botswana.

Therefore, I direct the drawdown of up
to $37.6 million of articles and services from
the inventory and resources of the Depart-
ment of Defense for Southern Africa, includ-
ing Mozambique, South Africa, Zimbabwe,
and Botswana for the purposes and under
the authorities of chapter 9 of part I of the
Act.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress immediately and to arrange for its
publication in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Remarks Honoring the 1999 NCAA
Football Champion Florida State
Seminoles

March 2, 2000

The President. Thank you very much.
Please be seated. Well, President
D’Alemberte, I was hardly old enough to
vote the first time I met you. [Laughter]
You’re aging well. [Laughter]

Coach Bowden, welcome. I also want to
welcome all the Floridians who are here. I
thank Senator Graham and Senator Mack for
coming; and Representatives Boyd, Brown,
Deutsch, Foley, and Miller—and we have
Senator Breaux from Louisiana is here, and
Congressman Blumenauer from Oregon are
here. I don’t know if they’re trying to spy
for their football teams—[laughter]—but
we’re honored to have them. The mayor of
Tallahassee is here, Scott Maddox; and State
Representative Margie Turnbull. We wel-
come all of them. And mostly, I want to say
a warm word of welcome to the Seminoles.
I want to welcome you back to the White
House.

This was the first national champion foot-
ball team that I welcomed at the White
House, in early 1994. And that team was 12
and 1; this team is undefeated. I came in
with you, and I’m going out with you.

This team has won 109 games, this Florida
State team, in the 1990’s. Truly the team of
the decade in American football. In the first
Sugar Bowl of the new millennium you
played a Virginia Tech team that you got way
ahead of, but I think you must respect them
a lot because they didn’t give up. And
Michael Vick and his Hokie teammates
turned out to be worthy adversaries, Coach.
And for those of us who love football, it was
a sight to behold.

We all sat on the edge of our seats as you
reclaimed the lead in the fourth quarter with
your 85-yard scoring drive and quarterback
Chris Weinke’s touchdown pass to Ron
Dugans. It was a 46–29 victory, hard won
and richly deserved. After it was over, I think
there wasn’t a single football fan in America
who doubted that Florida State was truly the
best team in the country and a deserving na-
tional champion.


